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20 March 1945 Lockheed test pilot Tony LeVier is forced to bail out of first Lockheed XP-80 
prototype, 44-83021, named "Gray Ghost", of the 4144th AAF Base Unit, Muroc Army Air 
Field, California, after catastrophic turbine blade failure slices off tail, pilot coming down on 
Highway 99 near Rosamond, California, breaking his back and side-lining him for six months.  
 



6 December 1944 Lockheed XF-14 Shooting Star, 44-83024, originally YP-80A No 2, 
redesignated during production, of the 4144th Base Unit, destroyed in mid-air collision with 
B-25J-20-NC, 44-29120, of the 421st Base Unit, near Muroc Army Air Base, California. All crew 
on both planes killed, coming down 7 miles SSW of Randsburg, California. XF-14 pilot was 
Perry B. Claypool, while Henry M. Phillips flew the B-25. 
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